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REFEREES For Playoff Games

For quarter-finals, expect the same number of refs you usually get for regular-season games - but note that our assignor will 'try' to assign two refs.  As always, try to have right amount to pay either: one ref, $30/team, or two refs ($40/team - one team pays one ref, other team pays other ref).

For semi-finals, expect two refs/game and note that the MCSSA will pay all referees per info provided by our assignor.  So please do NOT pay semi-final referees.

For finals, we try to have three officials for each game - certainly two at a minimum; and in any case, the MCSSA pays those officials.

RESOLUTION OF TIED PLAYOFF GAMES

For the championship games held during the day, we'll plan on two 10-minute overtime periods during which "Golden Goal" (Sudden Death) applies, and if not resolved at end of both overtimes, will use standard FIFA "Taking of Kicks" (PKs) shootout. 

For quarter- and semi-final playoff games  played in the evening at fields without lights,  the game MUST be safely resolved before light is lost.  Our Referee Fact Sheet tells refs: 


"From none, one, or two five-to-ten-minute overtime period(s) and/or Taking of Kicks as 
light safely permits, to be determined  by referee (but tell teams)."

Note that Golden Goal during overtime period(s) is not mentioned - but should have been; sorry, I'll do so with a future update.

Team leaders and referees are encouraged to agree on a preferred method for resolving tied game before the game starts, so that referee(s), who will try to estimate amount of daylight remaining, know when to terminate the tied game.  All this is very difficult to do precisely.  Based on prior experience, attempting two 10-minute overtimes is usually not feasible.  Most often, to get maximum game length, if tied, going directly to PKs shootout is most realistic.  In any case, the game MUST be resolved; there is no space in schedule for replay/makeups.

To have maximum time for your game, and tie resolution if needed -

· have all your paperwork (all filled out), and ref money and uniforms in order well before the game; 

· have all your players as on-time as possible;

· both teams setup on same side of field to simplify referee checkin and communications.

Home teams - please be sure to phone game result to your DC ASAP after game so DC can figure out seedings for next round of playoffs and promptly inform teams and ref assignor.

For the championship games held during the day, we'll plan on two 10-minute overtime periods during which "Golden Goal" (Sudden Death) applies, and if not resolved at end of both overtimes, will use standard FIFA "Taking of Kicks" (PKs) shootout.

