MCSSA Game Rescheduling Guidelines - hez 7/10/03

As we move closer to playoffs for which standings matter, some team leaders are probably feeling increasing pressure/desire to try and schedule some makeups.  Moreover, many teams simply want to play all their games if feasible.  There is little space for makeups in some division schedules, especially 30W, 18M & 30M - which complicates makeup scheduling for both team leaders and Division Commissioners.

So here are some guidelines cooked up on the fly, but which the MCSSA should refine and standardize in the future.  {To that end, improvement suggestions are welcome.}

1.  No team is REQUIRED to attempt or agree to rescheduling a makeup game, but wherever possible, teams are certainly encouraged to do so if at all feasible .  Effort to reschedule should ideally be made in same order that games were originally scheduled, but actual makeup dates do not have to be in any specific order.

2.  Rained-out games that are not made up will simply be recorded as unplayed with no points for either team.

3.  In all cases where both teams want and willingly agree to a makeup date, both teams should inform their DC at least a week in advance of the planned game date.

3.  For rained-out games, normally the home team should propose a makeup date to its opponent.

4.  For rained-out games where the home team could have, but did not adequately notify the away-team (such that the away-team unnecessarily traveled to the field), as a compensatory courtesy, the makeup game should be scheduled at the original away-team's home field.  This practice does NOT apply for games declared rainouts by the referee or field owner AT the field or last minute field-closures that could not reasonably have been known in advance.  In unclear cases the DC will decide how the rainout notification was handled.

5. For cancelled games (a team is unable to field enough players) or unplayable broken games (home field not adequately prepared/available as determined by referee - not  players), the game will normally be recorded as a forfeit win to the team that did not screw up.  However, if/when both teams agree to a makeup date, the forfeit will be rescinded when the new agreement date is announced to the DC by both teams.  If the agreed-on makeup game is not played due to rainout, it will be treated as an unplayed game - even though the original game was a cancellation or home-team field screwup.

6.  For rainouts or any unplayed game not the fault of either team, the responsible DC will attempt to automatically reschedule the game to the next standard makeup date, if any - at least a week in advance, shown on schedule that both teams and home field are available  (For some divisions with no makeup days, e.g. 18M in 2003, this will not be possible).  In the case of such DC-scheduled makeups on standard pre-designated makeup days, it is expected that both teams consider the game REQUIRED unless there are very exceptional circumstances preventing one or both teams from playing the game as scheduled.  When item 4 above applies (possible but inadequate notification), the DC will reschedule the game at away-team's field.

7.  In all rescheduling cases, with the objective of player safety, DCs must, and team leaders should,  avoid back-to-back games on two successive days.

8.  DC's should not be expected to attempt to 'force' one team to agree to a makeup nor be dragged into messy negotiating situations.

